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Data Collection Training
Mini-Grants (Aggregate Data)

Statewide Data Collection 
and Evaluation of First 5 
California Funded 
Programs
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Goals of Training

To define “mini-grants aggregate data” and 
provide examples of data collection.
To learn what kinds of questions can be 
answered from the data.
To learn how to use the Mini-Grants data 
collection tool.  
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Mini-grants 
Definition

Small grants (usually less than $5,000) disbursed to 
recipients by a County Commission.

The mini-grants data collection tool 
collects information about:

When services were delivered.
How many mini-grants were 
awarded.
What activities were provided.
Types of agencies awarded mini-
grants.

Mini-grants are 
relative to the 

size of the 
county, but 

generally should 
not exceed 

$15,000. 
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What questions can mini-grants 
aggregate data answer?

How many organizations received a mini-grant?
What was the average mini-grant award? 
How many organizations received mini-grants to 
purchase equipment or materials to enhance 
service quality?
For what purposes did family-based child care 
programs receive mini-grants?
Did mini-grants more often go to certain types of 
organizations (e.g., preschools) than others 
(e.g., community-based organizations)?
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Mini-grants
Example

In FY 2004-05, First 5 Mayberry awarded ten $3,000 
mini-grants to organizations to provide child care at 
parent workshops. The child care included early care 
and education activities for the children. 

Three of the mini-grant recipients were Head Start 
Centers, four were Family Resource Centers, and 
three were Community-Based Organizations. 



6
1/24/06

Mini-grants
Data collection tool

Let’s use our example to complete the Mini-Grants 
data collection tool.

The mini-grant tool collects 
data about individual 

agencies and about groups 
of agencies providing the 

same set of activities.

Enter the name of 
the mini-grants.  

Enter the date when the services were 
delivered, or enter a date range if services 

were delivered over a period of time.
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Mini-grants
Data collection tool

Enter the average mini-
grant award in dollars.

Check (X) this box if any of the 
mini-grant funding came from 
the School Readiness Initiative.

Enter the total number of mini-
grants awarded in the fiscal year.

Only mini-grants 
that provided 

funding to similar 
activities should be 
grouped together 

on one form. 



8
1/24/06

Mini-grants
Data collection tool Mark all activities 

delivered by the 
mini-grants.
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Mini-grants
Data collection tool

Enter the number of mini-grants 
awarded by agency type.  
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Mini-grants 
Summary of data collection

Mini-grant data can be submitted only by 
County Commissions.
Mini-grant awards generally should not 
exceed $15,000.
Multiple mini-grants focused on the same set 
of activities can be grouped together on one
form. 
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